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A Word from Matt:
I love the Easter story. Of course, I love that Jesus triumphs over the grave. The resurrection is the foundation of Christian faith. But I also love the details of the story. The early morning visit to the tomb by the women. The stone being rolled away. The angels appearing to the women and telling them to go spread the news. Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene and her thinking that He is the gardener. No author could write a more compelling or better story. My favorite telling of the Easter story is the one in Luke’s Gospel. I particularly love the question the angels ask the women at the tomb. In Luke 24:5, the angels ask the women “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” Even as I type those words, I get cold chills thinking about what that question means. I think there are three truths that this question brings out that I want us to consider this Easter season.    

1.  We are all seeking something

The women were looking for the body of Jesus. In the same way, each and every one of us is looking for something. Maybe we are seeking a simpler or more relaxed life. Maybe we are looking for deeper things like meaning and purpose. The truth is, we are wired to seek things. That is why children ask questions. They are looking for something. We are naturally curious. The question is not if we are seeking, but what are we seeking? There are so many people in our world who are looking for the wrong things to satisfy. St. Augustine said that our hearts are restless until they rest in God. That is why it is important that we recognize that we aren’t just seeking something to make us happy, we are seeking ultimate satisfaction that can only be found in Jesus. 
2.  We can look in the wrong places

The women had noble intentions they wanted to complete the burial rituals for Jesus. All their noble intentions were insufficient for the reality that Jesus was alive. In the same way, many people think that the goal of life is to be a good person. Jesus did not die and rise again so we could be good, He lives so that we can have everlasting life in Him. It is easy to look for the right thing in the wrong place. Many people want just enough religion so they don’t feel guilty about the other things in their life. Or they think that if they can just get their life straightened out then they will be fine with God. They may be looking for a good thing, namely Jesus, but they are looking in the wrong place. We will never find Jesus in legalistic obedience. We will never find Jesus in judgmental self-righteousness. We will only find Jesus when we acknowledge that we need him, the one who triumphed over the grave and lives forevermore. 
3.  We need Jesus

As a pastor, I have done well over 100 funerals and I can say with certainty that every person I have ever buried has stayed dead. Jesus did something that none of us can do, he triumphed over the grave. This is why we need Jesus. We are dead in our sins and He alone can make us alive. We live in a world that is broken, and He alone can bring healing and wholeness. We are heading toward our own ultimate day of death and He alone is the one who has the victory over our final enemy, death. We can’t get through this life alone, we need Jesus. Let this Easter season be a reminder that because Jesus lives we too can live but only if we commit our lives to him. This Easter Sunday is not about a day on the calendar or wearing new clothes. Easter isn’t about candy in baskets or eggs. Easter is about the hope that we have in Christ. Easter means that Jesus is alive and we can rejoice knowing that we serve a risen Savior. 
For His Glory,
Matt
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Second Baptist Church would like to extend our sympathy to:
Barbara Parker on the death of her Son…Danny Parker

Amelia Queen on the death of her grandmother…Catherine Hamlin
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             Joyce (Joy) Elliott

                104 Thistle Ct

          Cherryville, NC  28021

                (704) 674-5133
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              Birthday:  2/16/54

                                            


                  Kentucky Mission Trip

                                                    July 7-13

                                       If you plan on going please meet with

                                       Pastor Matt in the Choir Room 

                                          Sunday, April 7 

                                   after the worship service.
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Mobile Food pantry 

April 8, 2024

10:00am

  Cherryville Stamey Parking lot on Dixie Street





                                    Vacation Bible School

                                  May 19 – Thursday, May 23
                           Classes for all ages, including adults

 This year at VBS we will dive deep into an amazing 
                       undersea adventure where they'll experience the ever                                           flowing, never ending love of God by being immersed in
                      His Word and discover what living water is really all about!









2024
  June 10 – June 13
  Ages 4-years old thru completion of 9th grade.

  Registration Forms are on the table beside 

  the drop box.

  SBC Children’s cost are covered as long as they 

  actively attend.




                                             


If your GA or RA plans on going to South Mountain
July 15-19, forms are due by May 1st.

Please complete and put them in the drop box or give the form 

to your RA or GA leader.


In Honor and


Memory 





 Gideon Bibles 			


In Memory of Danny Parker	


     By:  Second Baptist Church	 
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Annie Armstrong Crosses


In Honor of Camryn & Cain Cash


     By:  Sheila Cash


In Honor of Bobby & Joy Cash


     By:  Sheila Cash


In Honor of Donnie Schronce


     By:  Sharon Schronce


In Honor of the Ladies Prayer Group


     By:  Sharon Schronce


In Honor of Chesnee Stewart


     By:  Rick & Crystal Stewart


In Memory of Carol Balance


     By:  Sharon Schronce


In Memory of Ronald Treadway


     By:  Sharon Treadway


In Memory of Shiloh & Sierra Stewart


     By:  Rick & Crystal Stewart








       UPDATE





April 27


6:30 pm








First Wesleyan Church


800 N. Pink Street


Cherryville, NC











April 14


 2:00pm





Auditions for singing & speaking parts is








Deuteronomy 32:2


May my teaching drop as 


the rain,�    my speech distill as the dew,�like gentle rain upon the 


tender grass, and�    like showers upon the herb.
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